
				    HYDE LEA PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 7th May 2025 at Hyde Lea & Coppenhall Village Hall, 
This was the combined Annual Parish Assembly and Annual Meeting of the Parish Council.
Present; Parish Councillors-Mr J Eaves [chair]-Mr N Clarke- Mr R Pitt-Ms J Wilkes.- Mr M Hoyle[from AGM item 2]
Borough/County Councillor Mr J Rose & Clerk to the council Mr D Jones; 
No residents of the parish were in attendance.
Part 1; Annual parish assembly.
1; Chairman’s welcome those present and the meeting started at 7.00pm.
2; No apologies received.
3; Chairmans report on last year’s council activities. 
WE ARE ONE OF THE SMALLEST PARISH COUNCILS IN ENGLAND WITH 5 PARISH COUNCILLORS.					           IT IS WITH GREAT SADNESS THAT I REPORT THE LOSS OF ONE OF OUR COUNCILLORS IN JULY 2024, GRAHAM DENNY. DURING HIS TIME ON THE COUNCIL, HE WAS VERY ACTIVE AND WILL BE MISSED.	
WE HAVE BEEN WELL SUPPORTED BY OUR COUNTY AND BOROUGH COUNCILLORS DURING THE YEAR. AND ARE GRATEFULL FOR THEIR ATTENDANCE AND CONTRIBUTION AT OUR MEETINGS.	
THE RESPONSE FROM RESIDENTS TO THE COUNCIL PROVIDING CIVIC AMENTY VISITS WAS VERY WELL RECEIVED AND FOR 2025/2026 THE NUMBER OF VISITS HAS BEEN INCREASED FROM 2 TO 3. PAID FOR BY THE PARISH COUNCIL.
THE COUNCIL IS IN THE PROCESS OF RENEWING THE APPLICATION FOR 'THE CROWN' TO BE REGISTERED AS AN 'ASSET OF COMMUNITY INTEREST' FOR A FURTHER 5 YEARS	
 FOOTPATH MAINTENANCE IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE COUNTY COUNCIL AND JANE WILKES (A PARISH COUNCILLOR) MONITORS THE FOOTPATHS AND REPORTS ISSUES TO THE COUNCIL. (Thank you Jane) HOWEVER ANYBODY WHO NOTICES A PROBLEM WOULD HELP BY ALSO REPORTING THROUGH THE COUNTY COUNCIL WEBSITE.	
I WOULD ALSO LIKE TO THANK BOB PITT FOR HIS CONTRIBUTION TO THE SPEED WATCH GROUP AND NICK CLARK FOR HIS WORK WITH THE VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE. 
THE COUNCIL CANNOT FUNCTION WITHOUT A RESPONSIBLE FINANCIAL OFFICER AND I WOULD LIKE TO THANK DEREK FOR HIS DEDICATION TO THE ROLE.													       LAST BUT NOT LEAST MY FELLOW COUNCILLORS FOR THEIR SUPPORT DURING THE YEAR		
4; Councillor Rose; recently elected as a County Councillor but as yet not integrated into the system. However, as our Borough Councillor he mentioned a complaint he had received from a resident of Green lane which was discussed by the meeting The question of a bus service to the village was also raised as some residents have been asking about this.
	



Part 2; Annual meeting of the Parish Council.																		                                                 		          1; Election of chairman; It was proposed by Councillor Pitt and seconded by Councillor Clarke that Councillor Eaves remain as chairman for the next 12 months
													                          2: Co-option of new councillor; Mr Michael Hoyle was co-opted by unanimous consent and duly signed the acceptance of office.
														                                                                                        3; No interests declared or dispensations required relating to items on the agenda.	   			                                                 													                           4; Minutes of the last Parish Council meeting held on 12th March 2025. The clerk explained an error that resulted in the original draft being circulated in error. The amended minutes were advised and accepted and signed as a true record.													                                                                         5; Matters arising.     
Website; a further quotation was received from a company called Teknet Digital based in Wolverhampton although the owner lives in Levedale. Their quotation matched the one received from Aubergine and they are currently providing a revised website for Dunston with Coppenhall parish council. The matter was discussed and the advantage of using a local company was considered favourable. Clerk to proceed with the matter.

6; Payroll provider    
Council have used Autela for a number of years to provide payroll information. However, their costs have gradually risen which was highlighted by examination of the annual accounts.    It was agreed that another payroll company be approached.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        														                                                                                                       7; Financial matters
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               A] payment of the following invoices was approved.

Information Commissioner                    £ 52.00         Cheque No 1274			                          
M Kidd                                                       £ 50.00         Cheque No 1275                                                                                                                                                                                   SPCA                                                           £170.36        Cheque No 1276		         
Contact grant                                            £350.00        Cheque No 1277
Autela Payroll                                           £ 102.33       Cheque No 1278
R Pitt                                                          £ 244.80        Cheque No 1279



B] The annual accounts for 2024/2025 had been circulated prior to the meeting
	RESOLUTION; accounts accepted unanimously
            C]The Annual Governance statement for 2024/2025.The clerk explained the document and the council’s responsibility
	RESOLUTION; councillors agreed the statement and it was duly signed.
            D]The Annual Accounting Statement for 2025/2025 was explained to the meeting.
	RESOLUTION; councillors accepted the statement and it was duly signed.
            E] The clerk explained that as the council’s turnover was less than £25000 for the year ended March 2025 the council can consider themselves exempt from external audit.
RESOLUTION:  councillors agreed to submit a Certificate of Exemption.                                                         
				 		
8; Planning issues; No planning issues on hand
	 
9; Highways matters; Speedwatch Councillor Pitt explained that he had contacted a local company and acquired 3 Speedwatch warning signs. They are positioned at the entrance to the village at either end of the main road and on Barn Bank Lane. They also now have some more volunteers.										
   10; Correspondence.
			Weekly SPCA bulletin which is circulated.											Bulletins from Staffordshire Fire & Rescue.											Weekly notes from Support Staffordshire 											Copies of Borough Council press releases.
   11; Village hall matters;	
Councillor Clarke reported highlights from the last village hall meeting, covering various social events, consideration of a marquee on the car park with a covered walk way into the hall for use during inclement weather.
			Meeting ended at 8.30pm.
Next meeting is on Wednesday 9th July 2025 at Hyde Lea village hall, starting at 7.00pm.														Derek Jones, clerk to the council
 		
 
